MIXED  METAPHOR	ao;
pect that it would be a waste of energy. The idea of bulk is
Inseparable from the process of staving off. The metaphor is
usually applied to literal abstract nouns, not to metaphorical
concretes: ruin and disaster one can suppose to be of a toler
able size ; but a metaphorical brand does not present itself to
the imagination as any larger than a literal one. We assume
that by brand the instrument is meant: the eleventh hour is all
too early to set about staving off the mark.
This is a good example of mixed metaphor of the more
pronounced type; it differs only in degree from some of those
considered above. We suggested that impose a stimulus was
perhaps a short cut to the expression of two different meta-
phors, and the same might be said of staving off the brand.
But we shall get a clearer idea of the nature of mixed meta-
phor if we regard all these as violations of the following
simple rule: When a live metaphor (intentional or uninten-
tional) has once been chosen, the words grammatically
connected with it must be either (a) recognizable parts of the
same metaphorical idea, or one consistent with it, or (b) un-
metaphorical, or dead metaphor; literal abstract nouns, for
instance, instead of metaphorical concretes. Thus, we shall
impose not the stimulus, but either (a) the burden of re-
sistance, or (b) the duty of resistance ; and we shall stave off
not the ' brand' but the ' ignominy of failure from our military
administration'.
But from our remarks in 4 above, it will be dear that (b),
though it cannot result in confusion of metaphor, may often
leave the metaphor unsustained. Our examples illustrate
several common types.
Is it not a little difficult to ask for Liberal votes for Unionist Free-
traders, if we put party interests in the front of the consideration ?—
Spectator.
May I be allowed to add a mite of experience of an original Volunteer
in a good City regiment ?—Spectator.
But also in Italy many ancient edifices have been recently coated with
stucco and masked by superfluous repairs.—Spectator.

